
CELEBRITY PLAYGROUND
BY MICHAEL SHULMAN

ot on the tail of her critically acclaimed
Broadway show Dame Edna: Back With
A Vengeance!, the incomparable inter-
national housewife, megastar and style

guru is coming to Vegas. Having specially tailored
her extravaganza for Sin City audiences, Dame
Edna: A Dame in the Desert begins a 16-show lim-
ited engagement at  the Luxor Las Vegas on
December 18th.

VVEEGGAASS: TToo  wwhhaatt  ddoo  yyoouu  oowwee  yyoouurr  aaccccllaaiimm  aass  ‘‘tthhee
mmoosstt  ppooppuullaarr  aanndd  ggiifftteedd  wwoommaann  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd
ttooddaayy’’??
DDAAMMEE  EEDDNNAA: I am the most popular and gifted
woman in the world today according to a very
recent survey conducted globally. I am proud to say
that I am adored in countries that don’t even speak
English or American. Recently on Halloween, deep
in the jungles of the Amazon, the Pygmies paid me
a wonderful tribute by dressing up as me. There
were very few witches or zombies, but you only had
to glance down to see hundreds of little purple hair-
dos and rhinestone glasses.
YYoouu’’vvee  rreecceeiivveedd  ttwwoo  TToonnyy  AAwwaarrddss——tthhee  ffiirrsstt  iinn  22000000
aass  aa  ssppeecciiaall  aawwaarrdd  ffoorr  DDaammee  EEddnnaa::  TThhee  RRooyyaall  TToouurr,,
aanndd  aaggaaiinn  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr  ffoorr  SSppeecciiaall  TThheeaattrriiccaall  EEvveenntt——aass
wweellll  aass  aawwaarrddss  ffrroomm  tthhee  OOuutteerr  CCrriittiiccss  CCiirrccllee,,  tthhee
GGoollddeenn  RRoossee  ooff  MMoonnttrreeuuxx,,  aa  BBrriittiisshh  AAccaaddeemmyy  AAwwaarrdd
nnoommiinnaattiioonn,,  aa  ggoolldd  aatt  tthhee  NNeeww  YYoorrkk  FFiillmm  aanndd  TTVV  FFeess--
ttiivvaall,,  aanndd  ffiirrsstt  pprriizzee  aatt  tthhee  SSaann  FFrraanncciissccoo  FFiillmm  FFeessttii--
vvaall..  WWhhiicchh  ddoo  yyoouu  hhoolldd  ttoo  bbee  mmoosstt  ddeeaarr??
I do not treasure awards. It’s nice to get those ugly
little statues, but the award I cherish most is the
stomping and cheering of a satisfied theater audi-
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“Pygmies paid me a
wonderful tribute by

dressing up as me. 
You only had to glance

down to see hundreds of
little purple hairdos and

rhinestone glasses.”

A DAME IN
THE DESERT 
Dame Edna Everage aims her
wry, deliciously wicked wit
at Sin City audiences with a
16-show limited engagement
at LLuuxxoorr  LLaass  VVeeggaass
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ence, and that’s the award I get every single night of
my life.
AAss  aa  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  tthhaatt  eexxcclluussiivvee  ggrroouupp  kknnoowwnn  aass  tthhee
jjeett  sseett,,  wwhhiicchh  ooff  yyoouurr  mmyyrriiaadd  hhoommeess  ddoo  yyoouu  mmoosstt
eennjjooyy  [[ii..ee..,, wwhheerree  ddoo  yyoouu  hhaanngg  yyoouurr  TTrreeaaccyyss]]??
I have lost track of the homes that I own, and at least
two of them have been turned into Edna museums,
which are enjoyed by Japanese (and very soon Iraqi)
tourists. I suppose I like my home in Malibu the most
because I am not far from my old
flame, Larry Hagman; and since I
don’t swim, it’s nice to be close to
water that is too dirty and unat-
tractive to swim in.
YYoouurr  bbrrii ll ll iiaanntt  ttaallkk  sshhooww  TThhee
DDaammee  EEddnnaa  EExxppeerriieennccee ffeeaattuurreedd
mmaannyy  AA--lliisstt  gguueessttss,,   iinncclluuddiinngg
RRoobbiinn  WWiilllliiaammss,,  LLiizzaa  MMiinnnneellllii ,,
SSeeaann  CCoonnnneerryy,,   JJaannee  FFoonnddaa,,
CChhaarrllttoonn  HHeessttoonn  aanndd  MMeell  GGiibbssoonn..
WWhhoo  wweerree  yyoouurr  ffaavvoorriitteess,,  aanndd  iiff
tthhee  sskkyy  wwaass  tthhee  lliimmiitt,,  wwhhoo  wwoouulldd
bbee  yyoouurr  ddrreeaamm  gguueessttss??  II’’mm  ppiicc--
ttuurriinngg  aa  ttrriioo  ooff  DDaammee  SShhiirrlleeyy
BBaasssseeyy,,   DDoollllyy  PPaarrttoonn  aanndd  BBooyy
GGeeoorrggee,,  wwiitthh  ppeerrhhaappss  VViivviieennnnee
WWeessttwwoooodd  tthhrroowwnn  iinn..
My favorite guests were Charlton
Heston and Julio Iglesias—who
revealed an unexpected sense of
humor. I have had Vivienne West-
wood on my show already and I
adore her, but Boy George isn’t
such a good idea since I doubt if I
will be able to get the cameras in
the cramped accommodation the
poor darling will soon occupy.
WWhhiicchh  tteelleevviissiioonn  sseerriieess  oorr  hhoossttss
((BBrriittiisshh,,  AAuussttrraalliiaann  oorr  AAmmeerriiccaann))
mmoosstt  iinnfflluueenncceedd  yyoouurr  ssttyyllee  ooff
hhoossttiinngg??
My talk show (now available on
DVD)  was  cutt ing-edge and
inspired by nobody. However, it
influenced many other shows,
and my habit  of  sometimes
leaving the studio was copied
by David Letterman and many
others.
WWhhiicchh  ooff  tthheessee  ccaann  wwee  ffiinndd  iinn
yyoouurr  mmuussiicc  ccoolllleeccttiioonn::  LLeedd  ZZeepp--
ppeelliinn,,  TToomm  JJoonneess,,  PPuubblliicc  EEnneemmyy,,
SShhiirrlleeyy  BBaasssseeyy,,  JJaammeess  BBrroowwnn,,  KKyylliiee  MMiinnoogguuee,,  5500  CCeenntt
oorr  ’’NN  SSyynncc??
Kylie Minogue is my favorite singer and, incidentally,
my goddaughter. I also quite like 50 Cent in very
small doses when I am working out.
WWhhoo  wweerree  yyoouurr  iinnssppiirraattiioonnss  wwhheenn  yyoouu  wweerree  bbllooss--
ssoommiinngg  ffrroomm  DDaammee--sseellllee  iinnttoo  DDaammeehhoooodd??
I suppose the woman who inspired me most as I
moved from housewife to superstar was my old
friend the Queen of England. She had a lovely way of

talking to ordinary people similar to my own—
though her clothes aren’t nearly as nice as mine.
YYoouurr  ppaaggee--ttuurrnneerr  ooff  aann  aauuttoobbiiooggrraapphhyy,, MMyy  GGoorrggeeoouuss
LLiiffee,,  iiss  bbeeiinngg  aaddaapptteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ssccrreeeenn.. GGiivveenn  yyoouurr
ddrruutthheerrss,,  wwhhoomm  wwoouulldd  yyoouu  ccaasstt  ttoo  ppoorrttrraayy  yyoouu
tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  vvaarriioouuss  ppaarrttss  ooff  yyoouurr  lliiffee??
When my autobiography, My Gorgeous Life,
becomes a film, I want Claire Danes to play me as a
teenager, Nicole Kidman to play me as a young

mother, and Oprah Winfrey to play me in older age.
IInn  lliigghhtt  ooff  BBeenneeddiicctt  XXVVII  hhaavviinngg  jjiilltteedd  yyoouu  bbyy  bbaarrrriinngg
yyoouu  ffrroomm  tthhee  PPooppee--mmoobbiillee,,   wwhhiicchh  hhaadd  bbeeeenn
pprroommiisseedd  ttoo  yyoouu  bbyy  tthhee  llaattee  PPooppee  JJoohhnn  PPaauull  IIII,,  wwhhaatt
ootthheerr  vveehhiiccuullaarr  aarrrraannggeemmeennttss  hhaavvee  yyoouu  mmaaddee  ffoorr
yyoouurr  UU..SS..  ttoouurr??
Never in a limo or a Hummer (a sure sign of a small
talent with too much money). I will be traveling on
public transport, wearing a simple head scarf that
the Queen gave me. I like buses and trams, and if the

drivers are clean and know where they are going—
taxis.
WWhheenn  ddiidd  yyoouu  ffiirrsstt  ffeeeell  ddrraawwnn  ttoo  tthhee  ssttaaggee??  
When I was a very small girl, I was in a little play at
Sunday school playing the part of Jesus’ friend Mary
Magdalene. I got all the laughs.
WWhhaatt  iiss  iitt  aabboouutt  ppeerrffoorrmmiinngg  ffoorr  aann  aauuddiieennccee  tthhaatt
eennttiicceess  aa  wwoommaann  ooff  yyoouurr  vvaasstt  mmeeaannss  ttoo  ccoonnttiinnuuee
ttoouurriinngg??

I do these shows for my audi-
ence. I don’t need the money,
but they desperately need
their vitamin E (for Edna).
WWhhaatt  mmaaddee  yyoouu  ddeecciiddee  ttoo  ppeerr--
ffoorrmm  aatt  tthhee  LLuuxxoorr——lleett  aalloonnee  iinn
LLaass  VVeeggaass??
I always felt sorry for Las Vegas,
stuck out in the middle of the
desert with little or no enter-
tainment. I feel a bit like a mis-
sionary bringing my message
to a heathen land. It’s a home-
coming, too, for me at the
Luxor, because in a past life I
was Queen Nephritis of the
Nile, and I will feel very much
at home in the ancient-Egypt-
ian Luxor Hotel Casino and
Conference Complex.
YYoouu  ssppeecciiffiiccaallllyy  ttaaiilloorr  eeaacchh  ooff
yyoouurr  sshhoowwss  ttoo  tthhee  cciittiieess  iinn
wwhhiicchh  yyoouu  ppeerrffoorrmm..  WWhhaatt  ccaann
LLaass  VVeeggaass  aauuddiieenncceess  eexxppeecctt  ffoorr
yyoouurr  ppeerrffoorrmmaanncceess  aatt  LLuuxxoorr
tthhaatt  tthheeyy  mmiigghhtt  nnoott  sseeee  iinn,,  ssaayy,,
DDeettrrooiitt  oorr  CClleevveellaanndd??
They will see their luck coming
true. I will bring the luck to the
Luxor and laughter, which we
so desperately need in the
world today. You will see mar-
riage counseling, psychic read-
ings, songs, dancers and excit-
ing costumes.
YYoouu  aarree  kknnoowwnn  ffoorr  ddeevvoottiinngg
wwhhaatt  lliittttllee  ssppaarree  ttiimmee  yyoouu  hhaavvee
ttoo  tthhee  nnoobbllee  ccaalllliinngg  ooff  ccoouunnsseell--
iinngg  rrooyyaallttyy,,  aaddddrreessssiinngg  ggeennddeerr
iissssuueess,,   rreeddeeffiinniinngg  ccuullttuurraall
ssttrraatteeggiieess  aanndd  ppoossiinngg  ffoorr  pphhoo--
ttooggrraapphhss  wwiitthh  rreeffuuggeeeess..  FFrroomm
wwhhiicchh  ooff  tthheessee  ((oorr  ootthheerrss))  ddoo

yyoouu  ddeerriivvee  tthhee  mmoosstt  jjooyy??
My charity, Friends of the Prostate, gives me the
greatest pleasure. I have really put that organ on the
map. Most people didn’t even know where it was
until I began my charitable work, and now there’s
the World Prostate Olympics as well as the two cur-
rent projects I am planning to build in Las Vegas:
Prostate World (the big new urological adventure
playground) followed by The Prostate Inn Resort
Casino and Convention Center.   �
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“My charity, Friends of the Prostate, gives me
the greatest pleasure. I have really put 

that organ on the map.”
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Barry Humphries, a.k.a. Dame Edna,
here with his wife, author Lizzie
Spender, in London for the launch of
her new book Wild Horse Diaries.
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