
CELEBRITY PLAYGROUND
BY MICHAEL SHULMAN

Sartorially Speaking
Oscar de la Renta Turns Wynn Las Vegas Into His Latest Runway

Oscar de la Renta is a favorite among
celebrities and A-listers, from singers to

politicians (here  with Sarah Jessica Parker
at the opening of his first boutique in the

U.S.). De la Renta will present his latest col-
lection at Wynn Las Vegas on May 22nd, to 

benefit the Nathan Adelson Hospice.

Las Vegans are in for a special treat on May 22nd,
when Neiman Marcus presents the latest collection
from Oscar de la Renta at Wynn Las Vegas. It’s hap-

pening at the annual luncheon/fashion show to benefit
the Nathan Adelson Hospice, Southern Nevada’s only
nonprofit hospice program providing quality care and
compassionate support to patients and families, regard-
less of insurance or ability to pay. 

Before launching his eponymous collection in 1965,
Oscar de la Renta worked in varying capacities for some of
the most iconic names in fashion history, including
Cristóbal Balenciaga, Antonio Castillo at Lanvin, and Eliza-
beth Arden. Today, he remains a favorite among stylists
(Patricia Field dressed Sarah Jessica Parker in his designs
on Sex and the City), socialites (Aerin Lauder Zinterhofer
loves his sleek and elegant gowns) and ladies from states
both red and blue (First Lady Laura Bush and Senator
Hillary Clinton enjoy the sartorial savvy of his smart suits).
Here, Vegas’ Michael Shulman speaks with America’s
emperor of elegant embroidery.

VVEEGGAASS:: WWhhaatt aarree tthhee mmaajjoorr cchhaannggeess yyoouu hhaavvee sseeeenn iinn
tthhee ffaasshhiioonn bbuussiinneessss iinn tthhee mmoorree tthhaann hhaallff--cceennttuurryy
yyoouu’’vvee bbeeeenn wwoorrkkiinngg??
OSCAR DE LA RENTA: Fashion is always a reflection of the
times. What is exciting about fashion today, though, is
that never in our history has a woman had as much con-
trol over her destiny as she does today. When I first started
designing, a woman went to the store to buy a dress. She
saw it in pink and red, and loved the red but remembered
that her husband, who is probably going to pay for the
dress, loves pink. So she bought that one. Today, the same
woman goes to the store and remembers that her hus-
band likes the pink, but buys the red.   
SSoommee ooff tthhee ggrreeaatteesstt vviissiioonnaarriieess aanndd eeddiittoorrss ooff ccoonntteemmppoo--
rraarryy ffaasshhiioonn hhaavvee aaddvviisseedd yyoouu tthhrroouugghhoouutt yyoouurr ccaarreeeerr::
YYoouu wweerree aa pprroottééggééee ooff BBaarroonn NNiiccoollaass LLoouuiiss AAlleexxaannddrree ddee
GGuunnzzbbuurrgg,, aa rraarree ddiissttiinnccttiioonn sshhaarreedd oonnllyy bbyy BBiillll BBllaassss aanndd
CCaallvviinn KKlleeiinn;; yyoouu rreecceeiivveedd vvooccaattiioonnaall aaddvviiccee ffrroomm nnoo lleessss aa
ppeerrssoonnaaggee tthhaann tthhee lleeggeennddaarryy DDiiaannaa VVrreeeellaanndd,, wwhhoo
aaddvviisseedd yyoouu ttoo ppaassss oonn aa jjoobb wwiitthh CChhrriissttiiaann DDiioorr iinn ffaavvoorr ooff
ddeessiiggnniinngg aa ccoolllleeccttiioonn ffoorr EElliizzaabbeetthh AArrddeenn,, ssaayyiinngg yyoouu
wwoouulldd mmoorree ssppeeeeddiillyy
mmaakkee aa nnaammee ffoorr yyoouurr--
sseellff wwiitthh AArrddeenn wwhheerree--
aass yyoouu wwoouulldd ‘‘aallwwaayyss
bbee eecclliippsseedd bbyy tthhee
nnaammee ooff DDiioorr..’’ EEvveenn
yyoouurr ffiirrsstt wwiiffee,, tthhee llaattee
ssoocciieettyy hhoosstteessss aanndd
ddeeccoorraattoorr FFrraannççooiissee ddee
LLaannggllaaddee,, hhaadd sseerrvveedd
aass eeddiittoorr iinn cchhiieeff ooff

“Never in our
history has 
a woman

had as much 
control over
her destiny.”
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FFrreenncchh VVoogguuee.. WWhhoo aarree ssoommee ooff tthhee ootthheerr ggrreeaatt vvooiicceess
bbyy wwhhiicchh yyoouu hhaavvee bbeeeenn gguuiiddeedd??
In addition to those you have named above—all of
whom were essential to me along the way—my wife,
Annette, who shares my love of children, family and
helping others. Also, my children and their families.
TThhee ffiirrsstt tthhiinngg tthhaatt ccoommeess ttoo mmyy mmiinndd wwhheenn II tthhiinnkk
‘‘OOssccaarr ddee llaa RReennttaa’’ iiss ccoonnttiinneennttaall ffllaaiirr wwiitthh aa bbiitt ooff
ssoopphhiissttiiccaatteedd fflloouunnccee aanndd jjuusstt aa ssoouuppççoonn ooff ffllaammeenn--
ccoo sseeaassoonniinngg.. HHooww wwoouulldd yyoouu ddeessccrriibbee tthhee ddee llaa
RReennttaa llooookk??
I would add that I try to incorporate a strong sense of
ornamentation, beautiful craftsmanship, and luxurious
details into my designs.
YYoouurr bbooddyy ooff wwoorrkk iiss oovveerrwwhheellmmiinngg——eevveerryytthhiinngg ffrroomm
eevveenniinngg ggoowwnnss aanndd eeyyeeggllaasssseess ttoo ffuurrnniittuurree aanndd ffuurrss..
IInn tthhee ’’8800ss yyoouu ddoonnaatteedd yyoouurr ttiimmee ttoo ggiivvee tthhee BBooyy
SSccoouuttss ooff AAmmeerriiccaa uunniiffoorrmmss aa mmuucchh nneeeeddeedd uuppddaattee,,
aanndd iinn 11999933 yyoouu bbeeccaammee tthhee ffiirrsstt DDoommiinniiccaann ((aanndd oonnllyy
tthhee sseeccoonndd AAmmeerriiccaann)) ttoo hheellmm aa FFrreenncchh ccoouuttuurree
hhoouussee,, aatt PPiieerrrree BBaallmmaaiinn.. WWhhiicchh pprroojjeeccttss aanndd ccoolllleecc--

ttiioonnss wweerree tthhee mmoosstt eexxcciittiinngg,, cchhaalllleennggiinngg oorr rreewwaarrddiinngg
ttoo uunnddeerrttaakkee??
My first collection was of course very challenging, but
it was well received by the stores, which in turn made
it one of the most rewarding. Couture is, in itself, excit-
ing, challenging and rewarding—in that order.
YYoouurr sshhoowwss iinn BBrryyaanntt PPaarrkk aarree aallwwaayyss aa hhiigghhlliigghhtt
ooff NNeeww YYoorrkk FFaasshhiioonn WWeeeekk.. IInn rreettrroossppeecctt,, ddoo aannyy
ccoolllleeccttiioonnss iinn ppaarrttiiccuullaarr iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy ccoommee ttoo
mmiinndd aass ffaavvoorriitteess??
There have been far too many to name just one,
but in addition to my own collections, the decade
of collections I created for Balmain were certainly

among my favorites.
WWhhaatt hhaavvee bbeeeenn yyoouurr ggrreeaatteesstt ssoouurrcceess ooff iinnssppiirraattiioonn??
My greatest source of inspiration has been the
woman. My designs are a celebration of her sense of
femininity. Specific places and things that have provid-
ed me with inspiration include the belle époque, gyp-
sies, abstract art of the late 20th century, the Far East,
Iran and Morocco.
DDooeess ssoommeetthhiinngg iinn ppaarrttiiccuullaarr mmaakkee tthhee LLaass VVeeggaass ccuuss--
ttoommeerr ssttaanndd oouutt ffrroomm cclliieennttss eellsseewwhheerree??
Las Vegas is one of the most lavish and colorful resort
cities in the world. Our customers there are equally
vibrant, global and stylish. 
YYoouu aarree oonnee ooff tthhee mmoosstt eelleeggaanntt iinnddiivviidduuaallss II’’vvee hhaadd
tthhee pplleeaassuurree ooff mmeeeettiinngg.. WWhhaatt’’ss yyoouurr sseeccrreett?? DDoo yyoouu
hhaavvee aa ffaavvoorriittee aacccceessssoorryy?? 
I always try to look my best and suppose that I dress
somewhat conservatively. I’m pleased to see that the
pocket square is enjoying a renaissance. I enjoy linen
while in the tropics, and a favorite luxury of mine is
wearing custom-tailored suits. 
WWhhaatt ddoo yyoouu ddoo ttoo rreellaaxx?? WWhhaatt aarree yyoouurr ffaavvoorriittee ttrraavveell
ddeessttiinnaattiioonnss??
When I am not in my studio designing, I consider
Punta Cana in my native Dominican Republic to be the
ultimate retreat. I love to be outside working in my
gardens or playing a competitive game of dominos. 
FFiinnaallllyy,, wwhhaatt aaddvviiccee ddoo yyoouu hhaavvee ffoorr yyoouunngg ddeessiiggnneerrss??
Don’t run before you can walk. The pace of the fashion
industry is so much faster now—take the time to get
out there and learn about your customer. «

OSCAR DE LA RENTA

“I try to incorporate beautiful craftsmanship and
luxurious details into my designs.”

From left: With Audrey Hepburn at an event honoring
designer Hubert de Givenchy, 1988; a model walking the
runway in a gown from Oscar de la Renta’s spring 2008
collection during Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week.

Neiman Marcus presents the Fall 2008 collection
from Oscar de la Renta benefiting the Nathan

Adelson Hospice on Thursday, May 22nd, 
at Wynn Las Vegas. For more information, 

call 702-938-3910. Seating is limited.
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